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what was significant was their appearance in a re-
sponsible paper at this time. Here the real motives
and demands of the Young Marshal were clearly
stated and sympathetically discussed; and the second
article in particular had some real "revelations." The
failure of the Nanking Government to attempt to
negotiate a peaceful settlement was analysed, and
traced to the influence of a "dangerous clique" which
had tried to use the Sian crisis to put Chiang Kai-shek
out of the way and seize power for itself.
"Suddenly confronted by an accident which, in
their eyes, meant the opportunity to dispose of
General Chiang Kai-shek, they threw off the mask.
They prevented any regular information or state-
ments coming from Sian. They effectively persuaded
or deterred the Government from taking the com-
mon-sense line and getting in direct touch with the
'rebels/ . . . The weather which prevented the puni-
tive force from bombing Sian was to them a bitter
enemy. They were further outwitted by the truces
successively arranged, but they so nearly had their
way that, when the Generalissimo arrived safely at
Loyang, his arrival preceded by a bare hour the time
at which the punitive force was ordered, on the ter-
mination of the latest truce, to proceed at once to the
bombing of Sian—an operation which would un-
questionably have destroyed the Generalissimo and
all with him. . . .
General Chiang Kai-shek is fortunate in his newly
acclaimed popularity, and also in the possession of
some counsellors who are not afraid to tell him the
truth, however unpalatable. If he draws the right
lesson from Sian and realises that his danger there,
after the first two or three days at any rate, came
directly from Nanking, he will grasp that truth and
set about cleansing the Augean stables. ..."

